This DM notes
1. That in the Spring budget in March 2025, the Chancellor of the Exchequer announced further cuts to welfare spending, including Universal Credit, and further tightening of eligibility for disability benefits, including the Personal Independence Payment (PIP).
2. That in stark contrast, the Government has announced its commitment to increase military spending to 2.5% of GDP by 2027, with a significant uplift confirmed by the Prime Minister on 24 April 2025 including a further £75 billion in military investment.
3. That these policies are being pursued despite growing levels of poverty, a crisis in the cost of living, and a steep rise in the number of disabled people affected by benefit sanctions and inadequate support services.
4. That multiple national organisations, including Disabled People Against Cuts (DPAC), The People’s Assembly, War on Want, and Stop the War Coalition, have criticised these budgetary priorities and are mobilising to campaign against them.
This DM believes:
1. That austerity policies targeting the poorest and most vulnerable while boosting military expenditure represent a political choice, not an economic necessity.
2. That the Government’s rhetoric around “cracking down on benefit fraud” and “reforming sickness benefits” stigmatises disabled people and scapegoats them for economic challenges they did not create.
3. That increased militarisation does not make us safer and diverts crucial funds away from health, education, housing, and social care.
This DM instructs the NEC:
1. To publicly condemn the UK Government’s policies of cutting welfare and disability support while ramping up military expenditure.
2. To call on the NUJ’s Parliamentary Group to actively oppose these measures in Parliament and to support amendments or motions aimed at reversing these decisions.
3. To work with and support national campaigns and grassroots movements including DPAC, People’s Assembly, War on Want, Stop the War Coalition and others fighting for social justice and against militarism.
4. To mobilise members to participate in upcoming national demonstrations, and to help coordinate local NUJ group participation.
5. To produce and disseminate materials raising awareness of the impact of these policies on working-class and disabled communities and arguing for an alternative that puts people before profit and peace before war.

