[bookmark: _GoBack]London Magazine Branch Committee meeting minutes – 28 June 2016

Apologies
Attending: Caroline P, Adam DC, Alan G, Liz E
Apologies: Bettina T, Nick W, Mona D, Gary M, Pete W

Branch Finances
Alan explained he is owed a particularly large sum this month, over £500, by the branch, as he had to pay deposits to secure room hire for both the summer and Xmas socials out of his own pocket. This was because of a technical fault at the bank - they failed to automatically issue us with a new cheque book after changing the bank sort code, and in the meantime the original cheque book became invalid. It was agreed the branch should reimburse him as soon as possible.
The new cheque book has now been issued and we have finally sorted out online banking, so the problem should not arise again.

Summer social

Entertainment
Agreed that we should ask Danielle G to go on at 7.45. 
Action: CP to go back to her confirm. Update 050716 – she has confirmed this is fine, will arrive around 7.
We could have more comics before that – preferably just two – at around 7.15, then a short gap before Danielle. Update 050716 – CP still trying to confirm this with contacts but not getting any response! We could always book something else if time– suggestions welcome.
Film – we plan to show the film of the Grunwick strike as discussed at June branch meeting, but rather than set this up for a particular time we agreed to look into setting this up in one corner so people can go and watch it throughout evening.  
Action: Adam to check what Seven Dials room offers in terms of seating, lighting, PA system, stage and projector for both comics and film. Update 050716 – confirmed enough seating at tables for up to 50 people, and they will have small stage and PA.


Agreed we should ask Nick W to compere the evening, as he knows Danielle anyway, and would be great at it.!

Numbers
The bar can take up to 90 people, we’re aiming for at least 50.  It was agreed we should invite members from other branches – central London, Book, Freelance and Photographers’ branches to help fill up the space and generate a bit of atmosphere – as well as . Alan advised that NUJ official had inquired about possibility of summer social so there is a feeling people would like something to go to. We could ask other branches to pitch in and put £X behind bar each, or bring £X petty cash, or otherwise could inform their members the bar is not free for them (unless we feel we can afford it. Worth remembering that Central London waived bar costs to Mag Branch for joint Xmas social a couple of years ago). 
Action: Alan G to approach different branches.

Publicity
Adam to do leaflet (just for e-mailing out) and publicise on Facebook page. We should send two emails in advance rather than the usual single one, to try to drum up a bit more interest. Owing to the overall cost of the event, we will not to a printed leaflet this time, however. Update 050716 – not sure about emailing people directly over data protection issue? We need to sort out asap to make sure publicise widely enough

CP to go back to Danielle G and other comics to confirm re timing, and ask for blurb and headshot (just Danielle) for publicity. Update 050716 – CP has asked for these, still chasing.



Food and drink
Agreed the branch should put £250 behind bar and find out how much Seven Dials food would be – discussed figure of £200, so £5 a head for 40 people.
Action: Adam to ask Seven Dials re: food options. 
Update 050716 – sandwiches for 56 would cost £200. Steep! See attached. They don’t seem to do chips or that type of finger food, but offer Nachos with salsa at £7 a bowl.
Hot food menu looks too pricey.


Overall budget 
Estimate based on above  
Danielle G - £150 (CP to confirm)
Other comics - £100
Room hire - £250
Bar - £250
Food - £200ish

Total - £950 (A lot, but still a good deal less than the £1,200 plus we regularly spend on post and printing of Maglight/ branch meeting leaflet – which we are not doing this month)
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