NUJ London Magazine Branch – June 2019 meeting minutes
 
Monday 24 June 2019 6.30pm
NUJ Headland House, 72 Acton Street, London WC1X 9NB  
 
Attendees: Brendan M, Alan G, Adam DC, Caroline P, Niall M, Marianne B, Cristina L, Ben J, Gareth S, Sarah M, Salem M, Pam D, John T

Apologies: Pete W, Liz E, Mike S, Neil T

1. Confronting the climate crisis
The role of the media and trade unionists
Guest speaker Brendan Montague
 
BM led a workshop style discussion to on four key themes
· Our knowledge and perceptions of climate breakdown 
Some members were highly knowledgeable through campaigning and/or writing professionally about environmental issues while others had never written about it either professionally or for campaigning. Some differing views on specifics, but most believed there will be major crises as a result of climate breakdown in their lifetime, including food and water shortages, with universal impact - although some populations may be affected less directly, with the poorest in all societies likely to be the worst affected. 
It was agreed that school strikes and Extinction Rebellion actions have massively shifted perception of sense of urgency and need to participate in action.
· Who is to blame
Narrative that consumer driven lifestyles are to blame, ie, it is ‘our fault’ was discussed – some felt our individual responsibility still not widely accepted, although this was conflated with feeling many are ‘burying heads in the sand’ or still see it in abstract. Others felt individual responsibility is overstated and can actually harm people’s feelings of agency, and that it vital to focus on the inherent harm of the current economic system and corporate accountability for environmental damage to bring people together to act.
General agreement that corporations in fossil fuel, nuclear, car and manufacturing industries etc are actively suppressing information and/or engaged in ‘greenwashing’/spreading misinformation to deflect blame and responsibility for environmental damage.   
· The role of the media
General concern at misreporting and under-reporting of climate issues and campaigns in the mainstream media. Clear conflicts of interest in mainstream media were highlighted, including examples of the direct influence of advertising on editorial decisions not to investigate individual companies. Concerns also raised for journalists on trade magazine titles for industries, eg travel, aviation etc where unable to report accurately/give adequate balance. 
General problems around media ownership and lack of diversity exacerbate the problem.
· What effective action we can take
General agreement that no governmental body is acting urgently enough. Supporting campaigns and NGOs is important but not enough, not least because these organisations also often tied up by corporate interests.
This is where Greta Thunberg seems to have cut through and been able to raise the issue to a much higher level, through the school strikes. 
It is important the argument does not become framed simply as children and young people calling on the older generation to act, and Thunberg and organisers of school strikes are calling for all sections of society to join the school students.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The potential role of unions was discussed – despite possible perception their main interest is protecting jobs and  frustrations at the short-sighted position of manufacturing unions in some cases, it was noted that Trade Union members are actually in a uniquely powerful position, with much greater collective power to stop production and force government and corporate bosses into changing course.
This led into debate of late motion (see below) to support the School Strike for Climate on 20 September.
BM highlighted an article in The Ecologist outlining steps people can take to join the strike https://theecologist.org/2019/may/30/strike-planet-gets-hot-strike4climate
And a long read on the potential future we face if we fail to act: https://theecologist.org/2019/may/08/social-collapse-and-climate-breakdown


2. Late motion on climate crisis
 
The following late motion was carried unanimously:
Emergency motion

This branch notes:
1) Reports that school children organising the next school students’ strike over climate change on 20 September want trade unionists to join them wherever possible – a request made concrete at the Campaign Against Climate Change meeting in central London on 20 June.
2) That one of the two motions that the lecturers’ UCU union is sending to this year’s TUC Congress is calling on the TUC to back the call for a 30-minute general stoppage on 20 September in order to back the school students’ strike.
3) Motion 122 carried at the union’s 2016 Delegate Meeting giving backing for the CACC.

This branch believes:
1) The school students’ strikes, along with the activities of Extinction Rebellion, Greenpeace and other organisations have helped raise the whole issue of climate change to the top of the agenda.
2) That trade unionists should make every effort to become part of the movement calling on governments, business industry and society as a whole to do much more to prevent climate catastrophe.

This branch resolves to:
1) Request the NEC puts out a call to the membership to support the 20 September school students’ strike by taking the most effective possible form of activity – preferably alongside those taken by other local trade unionists. This include actions from lunchtime gatherings, assemblies before or after work and special meetings up to and including stoppage.
2) Consider submitting another branch resolution focusing on the climate crisis at the next NUJ Delegate Meeting
3) Invite a school student climate activist to speak at a future branch meeting.

3. Minutes from May meeting - accepted

4. NUJ campaign to raise plight of Turkish journalists. Branch has backed union’s campaign including open letter to Erdogan to demand release of jailed journalist 
Members can read her account in the Journalist here:
Action: Branch to offer further support where possible and submit/support another motion to delegate meeting.

5. Recruitment update – CP and AG reported that branch officers recently attended an initial meeting with colleagues from Freelance and Press and PR branches regarding student recruitment; agreed to begin process of sharing relevant courses, contacts and information in order to co-ordinate our recruitment efforts with students.  

6. Website update – Branch website is being overhauled to make it easier for members to log in and access all branch info; we are very keen to get this up and running in order to have somewhere to put up reports, share events and store minutes.
ADC reported that web developer has been commissioned to give initial quote for work left to do; has been given all the details and archived files.
Action: Adam to follow up and commission him to complete this work asap.

7. Membership
The branch accepted 11 new members and one member’s application for life membership.

Next meeting/social to be held on Thursday 11 July at the Chapel Bar, NUJ HQ
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