NUJ London Mag Branch meeting 15 April 2019

Meeting minutes

Attendees: Abi R, Ben U, Niall M, Liz E, Seema S, Adam DC, Kris S, Caroline P 

Apologies: Mike S, Alan G, Pete W,

Monday 15 April 6.30pm
NUJ Headland House, 72 Acton Street,
London WC1X 9NB (nearest tube, King’s Cross)
 
How to build a better media
Josef Davies-Coates talked about Better Media, the organisation he co-founded, aimed at building a member-led democratic platform to support campaigns for progressive media reform.
Josef, previously co‑ordinator for the Media Reform Coalition and national organiser for the Campaign for Press and Broadcasting Freedom (CPBF), described how the new organisation was set up partly to fill a gap left when the CPBF recently folded after 40 years of campaigning.  
The CPBF was formed at a time of peak Trade Union membership and did a lot of work through Parliamentary reform, through Private Members bills to implement reforms, for example the Right of Reply. 
There is now a growing number of campaigning groups such as Stop Funding Hate, Hacked Off and the Media Fund hand in some cases have been really successful, while the CPBF – which had a broader remit – had struggled in more recent years to get funding in order to keep up with the emergence of digital and social media and the new challenges they bring. 
However, as the newer campaigns often have a small number of very wealthy backers and very narrow focus on single issues, there’s a need for a more democratic, broad-based approach to bring campaigns together.
Better Media is supportive of recommendations set out by the Media Reform Coalition, which has produced a manifesto encompassing digital media: https://www.mediareform.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/MRC_MediaManifesto_0305_web.pdf
It aims to build broad support and draw on the wealth of experience of former CPBF campaigners to contribute to the debate on media reform and bring about change.
During the discussion, it was noted that controls on media ownership to promote proper local news reporting and ensuring better access for people from working class backgrounds to train and work in journalism would be key to bringing about greater diversity and better representation in media.

Branch Business
The following motions were carried unanimously.

1. Motion to affiliate to ‘Better Media’
This branch notes the severe lack of diversity, democracy and accountability in UK media, which is dominated by a handful of corporations.

Better Media aims to build a media based on the following principles:
· Controls on media ownership
· Independent, trusted and effective regulation of the press
· Well-funded, independent public service media
· Protection for communication rights
· Action on lobbying and transparency

In addition there is a need to focus on reining in the ‘Tech Giants’, which have greater resources than pre-existing media organisations. Without stricter controls these have huge implications for democracy.
Better Media is a transparent co-operative endeavour, empowered by collaborative open source tools. Better Media's goal is to build a large-scale democratic membership organisation to fund and support campaigns for a better media in the UK.

This branch resolves:
To affiliate to Better Media, allowing them to take media campaigning into the 21st century (cost £50) (https://bettermedia.uk/#contact-1 )

2. Financial support for Chapel meeting
This branch notes the request for financial support to encourage attendance and help recruitment at a meeting of a Magazines branch Chapel (BMJ).
[bookmark: _GoBack]This branch resolves to provide a donation of up to £150 to cover costs of refreshments.
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